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reduced to the point at which the strength commences
to increase. Under normal conditions it was found that
wood fibre will absorb a definite amount of moisture ;
any additional amount of water then only fills up the
pores, and has no practical effect on the strength.
The following percentages estimated on the dry weight
of the wood were found to be the fibre-saturation points
for the woods named : Long-leaf pine 25 ; red spruce 31;
chestnut 25 ; red gum 25 ; red fir 23 ; white ash 20*5 ;
Norway pine 30. Wood which had been dried and re-
soaked was found to be slightly weaker than the same
wood when green.